The Plan consists of five strategies for the early detection of the Asian H5N1 avian influenza strain:
Investigation of morbidity and mortality events Surveillance in live wild birds Surveillance of hunter-killed birds Sentinel species
Environmental sampling
The DOI surveillance efforts are focused on the investigation of morbidity/mortality events, live wild bird surveillance and the surveillance of hunter-killed birds. They involve collaboration among the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), U.S. While the Interagency Strategic plan addresses surveillance of the Asian H5N1 strain, questions remain that only field and laboratory research will be able to address:
Evaluating the risk that migratory birds will bring the H5N1 strain to North America.
Evaluating the role of wild birds in the spread and maintenance of HPAI in North America.
Understanding the pathology, epidemiology, transmission, and maintenance of the disease in North American migratory bird species.
Determining potential effects of HPAI on migratory bird populations in North America.
